
 
This very interesting item was submitted for last month’s newsletter but was missed 
because of  ‘that e-mail address error’ and it also seems to have done the same this 
month! So with apologies to Wendy Newby we reproduce it here as a very late special!  
 
 
LOOKING AT OLD BUILDINGS GROUP: 
 

“Come for Health - Stay for Pleasure” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On a grey and rather dismal October afternoon, fifteen intrepid U3A Old Buildings fans 
gathered on the steps of the Royal Hall in Harrogate. Whilst waiting for our tour 
guide to open the doors we enjoyed looking at the exterior of this wonderful Edwardian 
theatre and noticed the name carved above. It had been known as the Kursaal, but 
during World War I the Royal Hall’s name was changed to reflect a more patriotic 
position. Kursaal translates as “Cure Hall” and as we walked through the front door we 
all found a cure for the drabness of a dull autumn day. Cameras appeared and all the 
beautiful detail of this fine and wonderfully restored building were captured for future 
enjoyment.  
Costing £40,000 to build in 1903, it was designed by Robert Beale and Frank Matcham. 
The latter was responsible for well over 1000 theatres in the late 19th century including 
the London Coliseum and the Hackney Empire. 
Major repairs were needed to the Royal Hall due to dampness in the reinforced 
concrete corroding the steel. The repairs cost in excess of £10 million before its official 
re-opening in January 2008 by HRH The Prince of Wales  
The Royal Hall has been called a “Palace of Glittering Gold” and it is truly a gem. The 
stained glass windows, painted ceilings, friezes and gilding add to its opulence and the 
wonderful array of marbles complete the magic.  
It has an “ambulatory” where ladies could promenade under cover but still near the 
beautiful gardens that have, sadly, long disappeared. The gentlemen could find their way to 
the bar situated at the back of the stage.  
Many of us felt a U3A theatre visit coming on and will be glad to return to this beautiful 
building. 
If you visit the Royal Hall website you can take a virtual tour that will whet your 
appetite. 
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