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FROM THE CHAIRMAN   
 
 

Dear Friends 
 

Members enjoyed a memorable trip to Scampston House and Garden last month 
[see pictures later], taking a roundabout route due to the flooded roads but the 
weather stayed fair for us. We did hear that the gardens were flooded the next 
day. 
 
The tickets are going well for the Anniversary celebrations on 31 August and 
Shirley is taking bookings for our theatre trip in the autumn. 
 

Next month we follow our usual arrangement for the August “Coffee and Chat” 
meeting, with the opportunity for you to renew your membership and see what is 
on offer for our next year.   Membership fee remains at £10 for the year and 50p 
for each group attended.   Myself and Alison (Groups Co-ordinator) and other 
members of the committee will also be there, with some of the group leaders, to 
help with any queries. 
 

Sincerely Janet 
 
 
 

U3A national insurance cover 
 

 Members may have seen from U3A News that U3A walking groups which allow 
dogs to accompany walkers are now to be covered by the nationally negotiated 
insurance—as are members who bring grandchildren with them to U3A groups. 
 

 Settle District committee has decided unanimously that children under the age of 
18 and dogs will not be allowed on Settle District U3A walks or at meetings. 
 

 
 



 
FROM THE GROUPS CO-ORDINATOR 

At the general meeting on 9 August there will be tables round the room for the 
groups to display information about their activities - to show what you do and to 
encourage others to join you. Please let me know if you have any special 
requirements for space for your display. The new programme of groups for 2007-
8 will be ready with your August Newsletter and I will try to make sure that every 
member gets a copy. If your household has not had one by mid-August, please 
get in touch with me. 
 
The AGM on 13 September is when you sign up for the new groups, which can 
start any time after that date. This applies to established groups as well as new 
ones. 
Alison Tyas  
(01729 822313) Quaker Garth, Kirkgate (opposite the Victoria Hall) 

         
     

 

NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 

Exercise Class (Fridays, 10.00-11.00am in the Victoria Hall):  These will 
continue throughout the summer.   Newcomers are welcome.   Have fun whilst 
keeping fit!                                                            Gillian Walton 
 

Heraldry:   The last outing of the session will be a visit to York to the Merchant 
Adventurers Hall on Thursday 19 July .   We will catch the 7.57am train from 
Giggleswick (8.05am at Long Preston), returning on the 4.52pm from Leeds 
arriving at Giggleswick at 5.56pm (I don’t think the Morecambe trains are affected 
by the repairs).   If you intend coming to York please could you let me know by 
Tuesday night (17 July).   Hope to see you on the train.                                                           
Hilary Baker 
 

Listening to Music:  The next meeting will be at Smithy Croft, Rathmell, on 16 
July  at 2.00pm.   If you require directions please ring 840882.  
New listeners always welcome.                                                                  SW 

 
Strollers Group:  The next walk will take place (weather permitting)  
on Wednesday 25 July .   Meet at 10.00am at the Cricket Club. 
                                                                                             JS (825449) 
 

Sunday Lunch:  July brings a change of both time and location.    
On 15 July a table has been booked for 1.00-3.00pm at  The Slater’s Arms in 
Bradley.   Please let me know by Friday 13 July if you are coming and give me a 
ring on 01729 825123 if further information is required. 
                                                                                     Audrey Daykin  
 

Walking Group:  The planning meeting for the next session will take place on 
Tuesday 17 July  at 10.30am and will be followed by a Jacob’s Join.   If it is 



sunny and warm, the meeting will be held in Alison Tyas’ garden (Quaker 
Meeting House):   otherwise in the Meeting House itself.   Please try to come and 
bring your suggestions for walks, as well as some food and/or drink. 
Michael Cullingworth 
 

Wine Appreciation Group 1—  June meeting:   This evening’s wines had much 
in common.   All were from Argentina, each using a single grape variety, all 
except one being 13.5%. 
 

The Bodega Norton Torrontes 2006 had an outstandingly attractive “nose” and 
like the second white, Las Moras Viognier 2006, was very acceptable on the 
palate.   The Bodega Norton Merlot 2006, as well as the two whites, were all 
priced at £4.99 per bottle.   The Alamos Bonarda 2004 came at £6.49, the EL 
Malbec de Ricardo Santos 2005 (13.9%) at £6.99.   All the reds had markedly 
individual and well-appreciated characteristics the Malbec being full of flavours, 
outstandingly smooth and well-balanced.     
Encouragingly some members of the group were successful in identifying these 
wines from their verbal descriptions in a “blind tasting” situation!             GHP 
 

Wine Appreciation Group 2:   The last report from Titch Meyer is printed below: 
1 The wine came from Australia for our first tasting:   Peter Lehman  
         Chenin Blanc Barossa 2006, 12%.   An aromatic fruity wine with a   
         clear steely finish at £4.89. 
2 Next came Trio (3 vineyards) Sauvignon Blanc 2005.   Casablanca     
         Valley Conclay Toro, 13%, Chile at £5.00, providing a fresh   
         aromatic premium wine.   White wines always seem more difficult  
         to please all palates. 
3 Syrah 2005 Vine de Pays de L’Ardeche a Cotes de Rhone, 14%, St  
         Joseph Heritage at £4.49.   It had a nice red fruits aroma. 
4 Chateau Cluzan 2003 Bordeaux, 12.5% .  This wine is pleasant on  
         the nose—both floral and fruity. 
5 Cavalchina 2006 Bardolino, Italy, (12.5% ) on the shores of Lake    
         Garda.   A lovely fruity wine from Corvina and Rondinella at £5.99. 
6 Last of all an Errazuriz Merlot, 2005, Chile, 14%.   A full-bodied style  
         with opulent red berries and cassis fruite at £6.99. 
 
The evening meeting had a good selection to savour. 
 
We met on 17 May at Currier Cottage for our usual monthly gathering where the 
proceedings were elegantly presided over, as ever, by Titch, who on this 
occasion had chosen all the wines.   Maurice’s work that evening was to 
dispense those wines, which he did with great charm and his usual aplomb and 
under direct instruction from Titch, who made sure that all glasses were fully 
charged—and that included her own! 
 

As a Wine Group we will miss her company, her wicked sense of humour, her 
tales of life with Maurice and her steady hand to bring us back to the purpose of 
the evening: to taste and discuss the variety of wines, not just to drink them. 
 



We will remember that last meeting not only for the variety of wines chosen, but 
for the warmth and laughter that is as much part of this group as tasting the wine. 
 

To everyone in U3A, Wine Group2 would like to raise a glass and toast the 
memory of a very elegant and much loved lady.                             RC 
 
 

Note to all Group Leaders  
 

We now have a little more space in the Newsletter 
and all Group Leaders are invited, nay begged, to take advantage of this by 

ensuring that they (or any nominated member of the group) 
send in reports and pictures of the group’s activities, with a note  

of forthcoming meeting dates, on a regular basis. 
                                                                                Editor  
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Have you got your ticket yet? 
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at Settle Rugby Club 
on Friday 31 August 2007 

 
Tickets £10 from 

Janet Stafford and Shirley Wolfenden. 
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Outing to Keswick Theatre on the Lake 
 

Bookings are now being taken for our Annual Outing to Kewsick on Wednesday 17 
October. 

I have already got thirty names so it will be a case of first come, first served.   The play 
this year is Around the World in 80 Days.   The cost is £18  which as usual includes 

driver’s tip, bus and theatre ticket.   This must be paid no later than the August Thursday 
meeting, as the tickets have to be confirmed just after that date.    

 

Names please to Shirley Wolfenden (01729 840882) 
 

 

Next month’s Thursday meeting 
 

Next month’s meeting, on 9 August, will be for 
Coffee, chat and re-enrolment 
(NB not for signing up for classes yet) 

 

Coffee from 10.00am in the Victoria Hall 
 

PLEASE NOTE:   the date for the September meeting is 13 September, and NOT as shown in your membership card. 
 

STOP PRESS 
This space is for any urgent items that come too late for the copy date (see below).  Please keep wording to a minimum. 

 

The Committee has received notification  of the launch of the Settle Goes Green project, to be 
held in the Market Square on Saturday 21 July. 

 
 
Scenes form the Outing to Scampston Hall 

     
 
The front of the Hall                                       A group in the front garden 
 
Below:  admiring the water garden 
 



 
 
John Hartley’s 
very entertaining 
June Thursday 
lecture on 
“Trench Art” 
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In this series we try to find out a bit about the life and background of one of our 
members.   Some of us of course have achieved great things, while others have 
led what may be regarded as a more everyday sort of life;  this series is equally 

interested either way. 
 

This month the spotlight falls on our Vice-Chairman, Tony Stephens 



 
 
Which U3A groups do you currently attend?   Are the re any new groups you’d like to see 
(no commitment to lead them!)?     

None at present, because I already duplicate some activities elsewhere (eg walking; and I go to 
French classes at Lancaster University). 
 

I’m trying croquet at the moment, following Peter Dowdall’s initiative—perhaps we might form a 
U3A croquet team? 
 

Where are your roots?    
 

Born in Bingley, then lived in Gargrave.   At the age of nine I went to Westminster Abbey Choir 
School for five years, then to Ermysteds. 
 

What does your family consists of?    
 

Wife Chris, and we have one son and one grandson (Archie, aged 7 months) 
 

Tell us briefly about your education and career:    
 

Educated at Westminster Abbey Choir School  (the first service I sang in was the Coronation), 
Ermysteds, Cambridge (King’s College). 
Worked for 15 years at ICI (who sponsored my PhD at Cambridge in Control Engineering), then 
British Nuclear Fuels (Chief Engineer, Division Director), National Advanced Robotics Centre 
(Chief Executive), and finally, built an automatic chicken de-boner (in an outbuilding) which was 
nearly the best thing since sliced bread. 
 

What do you regard as the highlight of your life so  far, and what as your greatest 
achievement?     
 

Peaked at 14, singing the solos in Gray’s Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in B flat.   The favourite of 
many solos I sang in the Abbey, and it taught me that singing softly can be much more powerful 
than singing loudly. 
 



Have you any unachieved ambitions?   No. 
 

Have you any hobbies? 
 

Fly fishing;  singing (I sing with several groups, among them the Purcell Club which is a  
group of ex-Westminster Abbey choristers that gets together once a month);  the history of the 
Pennines (I’ve published various papers, and two books on walks in the Peakland River Valley 
and the North Country River Valley, going into the history of the area as well).  And enamelling:  
spent two years developing a new method of enamelling in my garden shed in Giggleswick.   It 
uses an inkjet printer to transfer images into enamel and, unlike the chicken de-boner, this 
invention worked! 
 

If you were on TV’s “Grumpy Old Men/Women”, what wo uld be your biggest grumble?    
 
 

Apart from the proposed Bristol Channel barrage, I don’t see any of the renewable energy 
sources now being “touted” as solutions to the UK’s energy problems having the technical 
capability of producing meaningful amounts of power.   The sources are too dispersed, their 
energy densities are too low, and there are no realistic means of storing their “peaky” power 
outputs.   If we persist in getting carried away with the potential of unproved “starry-eyed” 
solutions, the UK may end up having to buy most of its energy from Mr Putin.   Won’t that be fun! 
 

Select one of the world’s major problems from your own point of view, and say what you 
would recommend should be done about it:      
 

Loss of the British industrial base – and the employment that went with it. 
But it’s too late to do anything about it now. 
 

What is your wish for your grandchild?    To lead a happy, fulfilling life. 
 

Have you any advice for today’s school leavers?   
 

Think very hard before taking “soft” subjects for which there are few jobs (eg Media Studies).   If 
you still think you’re going to be one of the few, go ahead and best of luck. 
 

If there’s one thing you’ve learned from life, what  is it?    Not a lot!    
 

But the most fortunate thing for me is that I was born in a period when there has been no 
conscription into war service. 

 
 

Copy date for next issue of Newsletter 
 

All copy for publication in the next issue needs to reach the editor  
(Pam Servant, Brayshaw Cottage, 23 Duke Street, Settle—e-mail  pms@daelnet.co.uk)  

by Thursday 2 August 2007 . 
NB all copy received by e-mail will be acknowledged. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The worrying thing about old age is the thought that you’ll grow out of it. 
———————————————————————————————————————————————- 

I was born in 1975.   And the room next door was 1976 
      —————————————————————————————————————————————  

The only reason I might take up jogging is so that I could hear heavy breathing again.. 


